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What is NARR Accreditation?
The Na�onal Alliance for Recovery Residences is Ameri-
ca’s largest accreditor of recovery housing. The NARR 
accredita�on standards are u�lized in 36 U.S. states, 72% 
of the U.S.

The NARR Standard provides guidance for cer�fying 
effec�ve recovery residences and incorporates the 
collabora�ve values of acute care and social models of 
recovery. The Standard is built on, research-based prac-
�ces, the lived experience of operators and residents, 
and not the decisions of an external accredita�on body. 
Resident wellness and opportuni�es to enhance recovery 
are at the forefront of the Standard.

34 States have ac�ve 
or emerging NARR 
affiliates that creden�al 
and monitor recovery 
housing.

2 States have adopted 
the NARR standards 
for their state driven 
licensing process.

14 States have li�le
to no standards.

Since the incep�on of the first 
edi�on of the NARR standards in 
2011, affiliates across the country 
have been cer�fying safe, ethical, 
and quality residences. As these 
criteria reach a broader audience, 
their content has become recog-
nized as the industry standard.

Four Domains of the NARR Standard:

 Administrative and Operational  
 Accountability

 Physical Environment Ensuring  
 Health and Safety

 Recovery Support Capitalizing on  
 the Social Model of Recovery

 Good Neighbor Policies & Practices

72%
36 U.S. States

NARR
Standards 28%

li�le to no
standards



 Use mission and vision as guides for decision making
 Adhere to legal and ethical codes and use best business prac�ces
 Be financially honest and forthright
 Collect data for con�nuous quality improvement
 Communicate rights and requirements before agreements are   
       signed
 Protect resident informa�on
 Involve residents in governance
 Promote resident involvement in a developmental approach
       to recovery
 Staff model and teach recovery skills and behaviors
 Ensure poten�al and current staff are trained or creden�aled   
       appropriate to the residence level
 Staff are culturally responsive and competent
 All staff posi�ons are guided by wri�en job descrip�ons that reflect  
       recovery
 Provide Social Model-oriented supervision of staff
 The residence is comfortable, invi�ng, and meets residents’ needs

 The living space is conducive to building community
 Provide an alcohol and illicit drug free environment
 Promote home safety
 Promote health
 Plan for emergencies including intoxica�on, withdrawal and  
       overdose
 Promote meaningful ac�vi�es
 Engage residents in recovery planning and development of  
       recovery capital
 Promote access to community supports
 Provide mutually beneficial peer recovery support
 Provide recovery support and life skills development 
 Provide clinical services in accordance with state law
 Maintain a respec�ul environment
 Sustain a “func�onally equivalent family” within the   
       residence
 Foster ethical, peer-based mutually suppor�ve 
       rela�onships among residents and staff 
 Connect residents to the local community
 Be responsive to neighbor concerns
 Have neighborhood courtesy rules

Policies & research-based best prac�ces that facilitate resident 
governance,empowerment, and mutual recovery support!

Overview of Accredita�on Metrics

Social
Model of
Recovery



Industry Standard
The NARR Accredita�on standards are recommend-
ed for states building a publicly funded housing 
con�nuum that includes; Housing First, Housing 
Choice, and Abs�nence-based Recovery Housing.

NARR Accredita�on is 
supported by the Na�onal 
Council on Behavioral 
Health, who have pub-
lished a guide for building 
state infrastructure 
including NARR accredit-
ed recovery housing.

NARR Accredita�on is 
supported by the 
Legisla�ve Analysis 
and Public Policy 
Associa�on and the 
White House Office 
of Na�onal Drug 
Control Policy, in 
their recently 
released model 

legisla�on for states.

MHACBO: Oregon’s
National NARR
Affiliate

MHACBO, the Mental Health and Addic�on Cer�fica�on 
Board of Oregon is the na�onal affiliate for NARR 
accredita�on in Oregon.  MHACBO is one of Oregon’s 
oldest PROs (Peer Run Organiza�ons), who’s primary 
func�on is cer�fica�on of Oregon’s unlicensed behavior-
al health workforce.  MHACBO has over 10,000 cer�fied 
members.  MHACBO implements accredita�on of 
Oregon recovery homes, processes complaints, upholds 
standards of member recovery homes, implements 
inves�ga�ons and ini�ates sanc�ons.  

MHACBO is a contractor and/or affiliate of:
 The Na�onal Alliance for Recovery Residences
 The Na�onal Associa�on of Alcoholism and Drug   
       Abuse Counselors
 The Interna�onal Cer�fica�on & Reciprocity   
       Consor�um
 Comprehensive Examina�on Services
 The Na�onal Council on Problem Gambling
 The Professional Tes�ng Corpora�on of New York
 Examso�
 Kryterion Global Tes�ng Solu�ons
 Prometric SMT Tes�ng
 Certemy
 Oregon Health Authority
 The Oregon Council on Behavioral Health
 Insight Repor�ng & Pacific Screening Background   
       Check Services

For more information go to MHACBO.org 
or call 503-231-8164


